
 
 

Activate: Salvation 
Lesson 8: The God Who Saves 

 
Lesson 8, Devotion 1 

“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers 
your sins no more.” - Isaiah 43:25 
 
We live in a "me-first" culture. You see it in business, sports, and entertainment. People 
will lie, cheat, and stab others in the back to get ahead. Athletes show-boat for the 
simplest plays. We see it in friendships and families as well. People will turn on each 
other over nothing. They'll bail on relationships out of pure selfishness. 
 
Read Isaiah 43:25. 
 
Whoa. As much as we want life to be about us, the reality is that it's not. It has never 
been. This passage is telling us that God saves us for His own sake. Wait, that doesn't 
sound right, does it? I thought He saved us because of how much He loves us and 
wants a relationship with us? Yes, it's true that God loves us and wants a relationship 
with us. However, it's NOT because we're so great and wonderful and He can't live 
without us.  
 
God alone is worthy of honor, praise, and glory. He receives great glory from bringing 
sinners to repentance and into a relationship with Him. So that we don't begin to think 
that our salvation is all about us, He reminds us in this passage that our salvation is 
mainly about Him getting the glory. The remarkable thing about it is that we reap the 
benefit of being brought into a relationship with Him! 
 
So, whenever we're tempted to think that this life is about is us, whenever we're 
tempted to pursue selfishness, or tempted to believe that God needs us, let's remember 
that even our salvation is about bringing God great glory. He alone deserves it, and the 
awesome thing is that He brings us along for the ride. 
 
Think about this: 

• How does God receive glory through your salvation? Is God receiving glory 
through your salvation something you regularly focus on? 

• Why is it so easy to become self-centered? How does this passage help put that 
in perspective? What are some practical ways we can keep this in perspective? 
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Lesson 8, Devotion 2 

“Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” - Genesis 15:6 
 
Most things in life are earned, right? You don’t make the basketball team because 
you’re a nice kid. You don’t get in the 30s on the ACT because someone likes you. You 
don’t earn a paycheck by sleeping all day. It’s just how the world works. 
 
Read Genesis 15:6. Wait, this sounds like the opposite of what we just talked about. 
Shouldn’t it say, “And he was a really good person, and the Lord counted it to him as 
righteousness”? Or maybe, “He treated people nice, and the Lord counted it to him as 
righteousness”? Instead, it says that he received righteousness because he believed.  
 
No matter how much we think God’s love can be earned, it can’t. As we see in this 
passage, it’s been that way from the very beginning. You see, God cares about our 
hearts. He’s always wanted our heart’s love and adoration to be set on Him. That’s why 
we’re saved through faith. If there were anything we could do to earn our salvation, then 
it wouldn’t be a matter of the heart. Someone could just do enough stuff to earn God’s 
love without loving or caring about Him. 
 
Even though we read this truth in Scripture, it can be tough to internalize. That's why it 
can be so easy for us to get sucked-in to thinking that God's sitting up there grading us 
with a checklist of rights and wrongs. Does God desire obedience? Of course. But His 
desire is for it to come from a heart that has been radically changed by faith. 
 
Think about this: 
Is it hard for you to rest in the fact that your salvation is based on faith and not how 
good you are? Or do you take that truth for granted and act like obedience is no big 
deal? Why are both wrong? 
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Lesson 8, Devotion 3 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” – Matthew 

28:18-20 

 
There's a two-part truth that many of us aren't quick to talk about, but that needs to be 
addressed. It has to do with our reluctance to talk about our faith with others, especially 
people we don't know that well. Now, conversations about what we believe can be 
surprisingly easy, or they can sometimes get tough quickly. It's normal to be a little 
antsy when it comes to talking about matters of belief.  
 
But, the fact is, many teenagers (and adults) let that nervousness keep them from 
talking about their faith at all. And when that becomes the case, we have to ask the 
question if it’s something more than nerves. We have to wonder if the little two-part truth 
mentioned above is in play. What is this truth? Here she goes . . . 
 
The truth is this: If we aren't willing to speak openly about our faith in God, we either, A) 
don't believe that God punishes people for their sins, or B) we don't care. 
 
It can't be anything else. There's no third option. If we won't share the story of God's 
salvation with others, it has to be that we don't think that death is the punishment for sin. 
Or that God either can't or won't pull the trigger. The problem with any of these 
scenarios is that if we believe this, we have to toss out most of what the Bible says. 
Which would, in essence, make it hard to believe in God, to begin with. 
 
The other scenario is much worse. If we do believe God is who He says He is, and that 
sin earns what the Bible says it earns, and yet we STILL don't engage people in 
discussions about faith, then we must not care about whether or not they die in their 
sins. Sound harsh? Well, maybe it is a little bit. But the idea is to get your attention. This 
salvation that God offered you? He offers to all who will believe. It’s life! And it shouldn’t 
be kept a secret.  
 
What are you waiting on? Who do you know that needs to hear about God’s salvation? 
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